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Meeting the Challenge

nce again we are proud to present our annual

drinking water report, covering all drinking water
testing performed between January 1 and December 31,
2015. Over the years, we have dedicated ourselves to
producing drinking water that meets all state and federal
standards. We continually strive to adopt new methods
for delivering the best quality drinking water to your
homes and businesses. As new challenges to drinking
water safety emerge, we remain vigilant in meeting the
goals of source water protection, water conservation,
and community education while continuing to serve
the needs of all of our water users.

Please remember that we are always available to assist
you, should you ever have any questions or concerns
about your water.

Important Health Information
‘X 7hile your drinking water meets the federal and
N

tate standard for arsenic, it does contain low
levels of arsenic. The arsenic standard balances the
current understanding of arsenic’s possible health effects
against the costs of removing arsenic from drinking
water. The U.S. EPA continues to research the health
effects of low levels of arsenic, which is a mineral known
to cause cancer in humans at high concentrations and is
linked to other health effects such as skin damage and
circulatory problems.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants
in drinking water than the general population.
Immunocompromised persons such as persons with
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS
or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
infants may be particularly at risk from infections.
These people should seek advice about drinking water
from their health care providers. The U.S. EPA/
CDC (Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention) guidelines on appropriate
means to lessen the risk of infection by
Cryptosporidium and other microbial
contaminants are available from
the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at
(800) 426-4791 or http://water.epa.
gov/drink/hotline.
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Failure in Flint

he national news coverage of water conditions in

Flint, Michigan, has created a great deal of confusion
and consternation over the past year. The water there has
been described as being corrosive; images of corroded
batteries and warning labels on bottles of acids come to
mind. But is corrosive water bad?

Corrosive water can be defined as a condition of water
quality that will dissolve metals (iron, lead, copper,
etc.) from metallic plumbing at an excessive rate. There
are a few contributing factors but, generally speaking,
corrosive water has a pH of less than 7; the lower the
pH, the more acidic, or corrosive, the water becomes.
(By this definition, many natural waterways throughout
the country can be described as corrosive.) While all
plumbing will be somewhat affected over time by the
water it carries, corrosive water will damage plumbing
much more rapidly than water with low corrosivity.

By itself, corrosive water is not a health concern; your
morning glass of orange juice is considerably more
corrosive than the typical lake or river. What is of
concern is that exposure in drinking water to elevated

levels of the dissolved metals increases adverse health
risks. And there lies the problem.

Public water systems are required to
maintain their water at optimal conditions
to prevent it from reaching corrosive levels.
Rest assured that we routinely monitor our
water to make sure that what happened
in Flint never happens here. For more
information on how corrosivity impacts
water quality, download this informative
pamphlet: heep://goo.gl/KpTmXv.

Where Does My Water Come From?

our water comes from two District owned wells

located approximately one mile northeast of town.
These wells average 330 feet in depth and have a sanitary
seal the first 150 feet of the well column. In 2015,
these wells provided 275 million gallons of water to
the District’s customers. The District broke ground in
November on a third well that will help meet the demand
for water while increasing overall system reliability.
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Community Participation

ou are invited to attend and participate in our public

forum and voice your concerns about your drinking
water. District Directors meet the first Tuesday of each
month beginning at 7 p.m. at the District business office
located at 8319 Lander Avenue, Hilmar, CA 95324. The
agenda for meetings are posted at the office and online
at www.hilmarcwd.org.

To The Last Drop

he National Oceanicand Atmospheric Administration

(NOAA) defines drought as a deficiency in
precipitation over an extended period of time, usually
a season or more, resulting in a water shortage causing
adverse impacts on vegetation, animals, and/or people.
Drought strikes in virtually all climate zones, from very
wet to very dry.

There are primarily three types of drought: Meteorological
Drought refers to the lack of precipitation, or the degree
of dryness and the duration of the dry period; Agricultural
Drought refers to the agricultural impact of drought,
focusing on precipitation shortages, soil water deficits,
and reduced ground water or reservoir levels needed for
irrigation; and Hydrological Drought, which pertains to
drought that usually occurs following periods of extended
precipitation shortfalls that can impact water supply (i.e.,
stream flow, reservoir and lake levels, ground water).

Drought is a temporary aberration from normal climatic
conditions, thus it can vary significantly from one region
to another. Although normally occurring, human factors,
such as water demand, can exacerbate the duration and
impact that drought has on a region. By following simple
water conservation measures, you can help significantly
reduce the lasting effects of extended drought.

To learn more about water conservation efforts, check out
U.S. EPA’s Water Conservation Tips for Residents at www.
epa.gov/regionl/eco/drinkwater/water_conservation_
residents.html.

QUESTIONS?

For more information about this report, or for any
questions relating to your drinking water, please
call Curtis Jorritsma at (209) 632-3522.
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